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Greetings!
I am very pleased to introduce myself as the new Country 
Manager for Oxfam in Laos! My name is Kathy Richards and I am 
very proud to join the long standing team of Oxfam and partners 
in Laos. Together with my family I come to Laos from Timor-
Leste, where I lived for 7 years, including 4 years as Country 
Director for Oxfam. 

In my first week in this role, I have had the privilege to meet 
partner organisations who work with and support diverse 
communities across Laos. I have talked with the Ministry of 
Natural Resources about women and water governance, shared 
a platform with the National University of Laos in our collective 
fight to eliminate violence against women and girls, and sat 
with women with disabilities who are fighting for greater 
inclusion. The warm welcomes I have received in these early 
days has shown me the deep partnerships and collaborations 
that Oxfam shares in Laos. 

As we end 2020 and reflect on a year of great turmoil and 
uncertainty, we can see that the role for Oxfam and our 
partners in fighting inequality and injustice is only increasing. 
Our hearts are filled with compassion for the millions of 
families around the world who have lost loved friends or family 
members to COVID-19, or are coping with the devastating 
impacts of this pandemic on their livelihoods. We have all felt 
the impacts of COVID-19, but it has been the most vulnerable 
in our communities who have borne its brunt. 

In 2021 Oxfam will continue our work, together with our 
partners, government and the people we stand with, to bring 
an end to inequality, poverty and injustice. 
Take care, and wishing everyone a peaceful and safe New Year 
for 2021. 

A MESSAGE FROM KATHY RICHARDS, 
COUNTRY PROGRAM MANAGER, OXFAM IN LAOS
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On December 11, 2020, Oxfam, Voice Laos, the National University of 
Laos, and partners hosted an inaugural festival event on inclusion 
and participation! The event theme was ‘participation of women, 
men, people with disabilities, and people of diverse sex and gender 
in accessing social services and development opportunities’. 
This innovation of Oxfam and partners created an open space for 
knowledge sharing and learning on participation, especially in the 
context of Covid-19. Throughout the day event, panelists from civil 
society, the Lao government, and the National University of Laos 
discussed violence against and access to social services and legal 
advice in Lao Society for people with disabilities, as well as mental 
health, human trafficking, drugs, and social services for people of 
sexual and gender diversity. The celebrations included dancing, 
music and drama acts that explored inclusion of diverse people and 
gender equality. 

Oxfam and partners are preparing for more in-depth research to 
contribute to reform of policies that will more effectively support 
vulnerable and marginalized groups. Oxfam is also continuing to 
support leadership of informal women workers in advocacy; for 
their rights and amplification of their voices and the voices of their 
groups. 

Celebrating EVAWG Day through an Open Space!

University student poses a question to 
panelists 

University student adds her finger print 
on a canvas in support of people living 
with HIV/AIDS 

Panelists from  Lao Government, CSO, National University of Laos

Representatives from Oxfam, Voice Laos and partner organisations  
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Ms. Noy Maniphone Lobriayao, Director of 
Sisterhood for Development and Advocator for the 
Rights of Ethnic Women, shares her experience 
in building a safe space for ethnic women to 
shift cultural norms, and access education and 
services - Voice Podcast. 

“When I was a child, I asked myself why my family 
had a lot of children. There are twelve children in 
my family, and I am the sixth. Eight women and four 
men. The second question I had was ‘why does my 
mother work so hard, while my father doesn’t ?’ For 
my ethnic tribe, Hmong, this is normal, and yet, I 
still wondered why. As a young adult, I decided 
to leave my hometown in Xieng Khouang to study 
in Vientiane Capital and then later in Vietnam for 
my university degree. As a student, I learned that 
within many ethnic tribes, sons are favored far 
more than daughters.”

Oxfam, Voice Laos, and partners all share 
commitment to the universality of human rights 
and empowerment of vulnerable and marginalized 
groups.

From December 8-10, 2020, Oxfam and partners 
came together to discuss project implementation: 
working together to address poverty and inequality. 
Teams explored advocacy and campaigning, 
finance and operations, monitoring, evaluating, 
and learning from projects as well as feedback 
mechanisms for partners and the communities we 
work with.

Driving positive and sustainable change is our 
call to action, especially as the world deals with 
the numerous social and economic impacts of 
a global pandemic. We know that when diverse, 
experienced, and dedicated individuals and 
groups come together, tackling global inequality 
becomes a more attainable goal!

Partner Workshop 2020: Working 
Better Together in Project 
ImplementationHuman Rights Day, Recover Better: 

Ethnic Women’s Rights 

Listen to the 
full story on  

on SoundCloud

Ms Noy Maniphone Lobriayao (right) stands with Lao 
ethnic women 

Partners work together on a group exercise during the 
workshop

Partners present their team’s group work

https://soundcloud.com/voiceglobal/human-rights-day-2020-ethnic-womens-rights-voice-laosmp3
https://soundcloud.com/voiceglobal/human-rights-day-2020-ethnic-womens-rights-voice-laosmp3
https://soundcloud.com/voiceglobal/human-rights-day-2020-ethnic-womens-rights-voice-laosmp3
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Voice  Laos and Oxfam express their 
congratulations to Disability Service Center in 
LAO PDR DSC, Hands Of Hope Center, Humanity 
& Inclusion Lao PDR and all partners and 
individuals on a spectacular celebration 
of National and International Persons with 
Disabilities, and reflection on inclusive 
development in Lao PDR on December 5, 2020!

Hosted by Disability Service Center (DSC), a 
Voice in Laos’ Empowerment grantees, the event 
raised awareness to the public about inclusive 
development, particularly for persons with 
disabilities. The celebration commenced with 
dazzling performances from Children from the 
Laos Autism Organisation, and the Khaen-Lao 
Dance performed by sight-impaired persons! 
This was followed by representatives from the 
Laos Disabled Women Development Center panel 
discussions on Access to Education for Persons 
with Disability as well as Job and Personal 
Empowerment.

On November 30, 2020, Oxfam in Laos organized 
a mid-term evaluation learning exchange through 
the Systematization of Experiences approach. 
The focus was on empowering Lao worker groups. 
The Systematized Experience methodology 
uses collected experiences and learning from 
individuals and groups, from past events or 
activities, to create more effective solutions 
for future initiatives. Mr. Athilat Oudomdeth, 
Deputy Director-General of the Department of 
Labor Protection, and Mr. Khamphy Khammavong, 
Active Citizen and Gender Justice Programme 
Manager, Oxfam in Laos, chaired the meeting. Key 
participants were members of provincial Trade 
Unions, partners from civil society, and 20 labor 
group representatives from 12 provinces across 
Laos.

Through such workshops, Oxfam and partners 
can better understand the challenges and 
successes experienced by worker groups and the 
organizations that support them to create more 
effective and sustainable practices that safeguard 
and promote workers’ rights and livelihoods. 

Celerbrating National & 
Internatonal persons 
with diabilities 

Systematization of experiences in 
social protection

CSO partners and event participants

Oxfam, Lao Federation Trade Union and Social Protection 
partners participate in Systematization of Experiences 
Workshop

Clay modeling tool used to showcase experiences of individuals and 
groups

Youth perform dance to open the celerbation for National 
and International Persons with Disabilities

Click for 

eventphotos

https://www.facebook.com/Oxfam.in.Laos/posts/2799911033631668
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Storytelling is a powerful tool that Oxfam often uses to 
bring the experiences of the people we work with to the 
forefront of discussions on sustainable development. 
 
On Friday, November 20, 2020, students and lecturers 
from the  Faculty of Water Resources, NUOL, took part in 
a workshop on Water and Gender, as well as journalism.  
The students used their newly gained knowledge 
and skills to explore the impact of Covid-19 on Lao 
women leaders in water governance. They spent 
three days in the field and visited Oxfam project 
sites in Luang Prabang, Champasack, and Theun 
Hinboun, gathering stories and photographs. 
  
On Wednesday, December 16, 2020, the students 
presented the stories they collected at a public 
exhibition hosted by the National University of 
Laos, Faculty of Water Resource Management. 
Representatives from Oxfam, the Swiss Agency 
for Development and Cooperation, and NUoL, 
were impressed by the various experiences and 
perspectives the students captured throughout 
their fieldwork. Particularly the challenges and 
achievements the women experienced as advocates 
for sustainable water resources management. 
 

Lao University Students and Oxfam 
Capture Stories of Women Leaders in 
Water Governance 

Lao women leader feeds her chickens

Lao women leader giving tour of organic farmA group of workers transport wood across the river

Dried fish, livelihood source for families living by the Mekong
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Linking and Learning is at the heart of all Voice 
country programs. It is a process that enables 
various stakeholders to share experiences and 
lessons from development initiatives while 
adhering to the three core elements of VOICE: 
include, influence, and innovate. 

From October 26-29, 2020, the Voice program 
in Laos conducted its second annual Voice 
Linking and Learning event, in Laos’ heritage 
city of Luang Prabang. The event brought 
together more than 50 participants from very 
diverse backgrounds across the country, 
including rightsholders groups and members 
from grantee organizations such as Sisterhood 
for Development, Luang Prabang Film Festival, 
the Land Information Working Group, and the 
Rural Development Agency.
The highlights of this year’s event were four 
activities that spanned over four days, each 
designed to spark lively discussion and 
facilitate knowledge sharing and cooperation 
between rightsholders, grantees, the Linking 
and Learning Facilitator, CLICK, and the Voice 
team in Laos.

“Together We Are Stronger” 

Click for 

eventphotos

Voice Laos team conducts safeguarding quiz with partners

Voice Laos grantee representatives introduce their organisations

Participants engage in team building exercises

Read the full blog article...

https://www.facebook.com/Oxfam.in.Laos/posts/2764934503795988
https://www.facebook.com/Oxfam.in.Laos/posts/2764934503795988
https://laos.oxfam.org/latest/blogs/voice-annual-linking-and-learning-2020

